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iron direct from the ore, which was obtained near by. In 1834
a manufactory of axes and sickles was established at Covodesville,
on Tub Mill creek, above Bolivar, by Uri UpdegrafF. The business
was continued for eight years by Mr. Updegraff. Baldwin furnace,
on Laurel run, near Ross furnace, is said to have been built by
James Stewart about 1810. It ran but a short time. It was named
after Henry Baldwin, afterwards a Judge of the United States
Supreme Court, but then a leading lawyer of Pittsburgh. He may
have helped to build the furnace.

Gordon, in his Gazetteer of the State of Pennsylvania, states that
in 1832 there were in operation in Westmoreland county one
furnace, Koss, operated by Colonel Mathiot, and one forge, Kings-
ton, on Loyalhanna creek, operated by Alexander Johnston. The
latter gentleman, whose name appears above in connection with
two other iron enterprises, was the father of Governor William F.
Johnston. He was born in Ireland in July, 1772, and died July
15, 1872, one hundred years old. The early Westmoreland fur-
naces shipped pig iron by boats or arks on the Conemaugh and
Allegheny rivers to Pittsburgh, much of which found its way
down the Ohio river to Cincinnati and Louisville.

Other furnaces in Westmoreland county were, Mount Pleasant, a
very early furnace; California, built by Col. J. D. Mathiot and S.
Cummins about 1852, on Furnace run branch of the Loyalhanna
creek about a mile above the mouth of the run; Oak Grove, built
in 1854 by Colonel John Clifford, near Ligonier, and owned in
1857 by James Tanner, of Pittsburgh; Valley furnace, at Hills-
view, nine miles south of New Florence, built by L. C. Hall &
Co. in 1855; Laurel Hill, about three miles below Baldwin fur-
nace, on Laurel run, after its junction with Powder Mill run,
commenced in 1845 or 1846 by Hezekiah Keid and finished about
1849 by Judge J. T. Hale of Centre county, and subsequently
owned by various parties; Conemaugh, on the stream of that name,
about eight miles west of Johnstown, built in 1847 by John. C.
Magill, Hon. Henry D. Foster, and Hon. Thomas White, and sub-
sequently operated by George Rhey; Lockport, built in 1844 by
William D: and Thomas McKernan, brothers, at the town of that
name, twenty miles west of Johnstown, subsequently owned by
William McKinney, of Lockport, and finally falling into the hands
of Dr. Peter Shoenberger; Ramsey, built in 1847, on the Kiski-
minetas, about four miles west of Saltsburg, Indiana county, by
Frederick Overman, for Dr. 'J. R. Speer, of Pittsburgh, its owner